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My Final Farewell Letter 
 
 Dear parishioners, 
 
As most of you know, on July 1st I will begin my new assignment as Pastor of Saint Peter the Apostle Parish in Itasca. On 
that same day, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Immaculate Conception parishes will welcome Fr. Raed Badar 
as your new pastor. I want to thank everyone who have had a part in making my experience of over eleven years as your 
pastor such a grace-filled and meaningful time for me. 
 
Throughout my years at Assumption Parish and three years at Immaculate Conception Parish we have been able to work 
together to help our parishes grow in faith, hope and love. What a blessing these years have been!  Together, we have 
accomplished so much to further the mission of the Church. 
 
After all these years, I naturally have taken stock of our accomplishments: The masses and prayers offered, the baptisms, 
weddings, funerals, anniversaries, joys, struggles, events, and moments in our lives we have celebrated. At Assumption, 
we saw the re-purchase and renovation of the former convent building into our new Parish Center, and the construction 
and dedication of the Mother of the Eucharist Adoration Chapel. More than three years ago we worked to complete an 
entire renovation and rebuilding of our beautiful 1889 church building, and last year the building and installation of the 
grotto dedicated to the Blessed Mother. Along with our physical improvements, many other improvements to the life of 
our parish included efforts to increase our efforts at charitable outreach, evangelization and social opportunities to build 
community. Our religious education has received constant attention and effort. And, through various services and             
ministries at both parishes we have been able to breathe new life into the people of God, young and old. The challenge 
to continue the work and build on what goes before is presented to every generation.  
  
Under Father Bader’s guidance, I’m confident that good things are in store for Coal City and Braidwood. Among the joys 
and triumphs we have also known great sorrow and struggle.  As parishes and neighbors we endured two major               
tornadoes [one in 2013 and the other in 2015] that wreaked havoc on many homes and properties. With other religious 
leaders, I hope that I was able to provide spiritual guidance at that time. I know for a fact that through financial giving 
and sacrifice from you and from others we were able to give out several thousands of dollars directly to those who             
suffered. Through the Our Lady of Mercy Fund our parish was generously able to help rebuild lives and restore hope to 
so many of our parishioners and neighbors. 
 
After having been appointed to the pastorate of Immaculate Conception parish three years ago, through your generosity 
and hard work, we were able to work together to clean-up, beautify and perform more extensive maintenance on Mount 
Olivet Cemetery in Braidwood, which received a direct hit from the 2015 tornado. I am particularly proud of the funds 
that we received and continue to raise to help in improving our parish cemetery…a joint effort between both parishes.             
I pray it may continue under the guidance of your new pastor. 
 
I too am particularly proud of the charity of our parishioners. The inauguration of the Our Lady of Mercy Fund at                    
Assumption Parish and our collection for the poor in Braidwood has proven to be a wonderful way for us to care for 
God’s poor. Your charitable hearts are really an inspiration for the true Christian spirit. Through it we help countless    
people who come to our door seeking food, household items and financial assistance. We are also able to sustain the 
food and home pantry every month at Help for Hope Charities. We have increased the size and capacity of our parish 
food pantry at Help for Hope. The helping hands of Jesus are seen hard at work in our efforts to feed those in need 
through our weekly Saint Vincent DePaul evening meals. Always looking for ways to increase in our efforts, to widen the 
mission of the Church, we invited Immaculate Conception parishioners and protestant faith denominations in our area to 
join us in this corporal work of mercy to feed the hungry. I thank every one of you who work tirelessly each week to do 
this Christlike work. Certainly, the Lord should be pleased with our efforts in this ecumenical work that continues to              
provide for so many who are in need! 
 
We together celebrated two milestone Anniversaries for both parishes. Assumption celebrated their 125th year of            
existence in 2014, and last year Immaculate Conception celebrated their 150th year as a Catholic community. We thank 
Almighty God for the many blessings bestowed on our parishes all these years, and are grateful and hopeful that our 
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THANK YOU... 
 
...to all the volunteer workers who helped pick up and 
deliver a number of limestone bricks donated to our 
parishes from Saint Isaac Jogues Church in Hinsdale. 
These stones will be used to build a stone and brick 
parish sign for Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
parish, and a sign for Mount Olivet Cemetery in                
Braidwood. Once memorial donations are raised these 
projects can begin. If anyone is interested in donating 
funds for these projects, please contact Sonia Hertogs, 
Business manager. Again, I'm grateful for all the                
stewardship many parishioners have contributed to help 
beautify our parish churches and cemetery. 
 
Father Noesen 

presence in these communities has been a blessing as 
well. Jesus working in and through us for a total of 
275 years! 
 
Always seeking to evangelize, always looking for new 
ways to make Jesus known, we implemented a new 
approach to evangelization and Catholic education by 
uniting families together in our Family Faith Formation 
Program that replaced the old classroom model of 
catechetical instruction of our children and teens.               
In addition to the masses, prayers, devotions, and 
spiritual programs, our parishes participated in many 
wonderful missions, days of recollection and prayer, 
educational opportunities, enrichment and                         
empowering educational classes on Scripture and the 
teachings of the Church. So much has been done  
because of God’s power and our love for Him and one 
another. 
 
The days of “social distancing” are still with us, even 
though we have begun the reopening process for our 
parishes. Many restrictions and questions remain, and 
will be in our lives for the foreseeable future. And so, 
for now, I will not have a proper opportunity to say 
farewell in person before July 1st. Plans are being  
formulated in the Diocese for all the priests who are 
moving on July 1st to return to their former parishes 
for a Farewell and Appreciation Sunday. On that              
Sunday, parishioners have asked me to come back for 
the Blessing of our renovated church bell and tower. 
More information will be made available when plans 
are in place. But know that I look forward to being 
able to greet each of you, once it is safe to do so.                 
In the meantime, have a wonderful summer and stay 
close to the Lord. 
 
May God bless all of you and may Mary, His Mother, 
keep you always in Her loving care. Thank you again 
for the kindness and generosity you have shown me 
as I leave Coal City and Braidwood and begin my new 
assignment in Itasca. 
 
Blessings to you and all those you love, 
 

Father Noesen 
 
Father Robert Noesen 
Saint Peter the Apostle Church 
51 N. Rush Street 
Itasca, Illinois 60143 
 
 

A Christian Prayer for Peace in Our Time 
 

O God, author and giver of peace, 
in whose image and likeness each of us has been created 

with a human dignity worthy of respect on earth 
and destined for eternal glory, 

Listen to the cry that rises from every corner  
of this fragile earth, 

from our human family torn by violent conflict: 
 

Give peace in our time, O good and gracious God, 
that peace which, as your son Jesus Christ told us 

and as we have experienced in these days, 
is a peace which the world cannot give. 

 
To world leaders grant the wisdom 

to see beyond the boundaries of race, religion, and nation 
to that common humanity that makes us all your children 

and brothers and sisters to one another. 
 

To those who have taken up arms in anger or revenge 
or even in the cause of justice 

grant the grace of conversion to the path of peaceful dialogue 
and constructive collaboration. 

 
To the innocent who live in the shadow of war and terror, 

especially the frightened children, 
be a shelter and strength, their haven and hope. 

 
And to those who have already lost their lives 

as victims of human cruelty and chemical warfare, 
open wide your arms and enfold them all 

in the embrace of your compassion,  
healing, and everlasting life. 

 
Grant this through Jesus Christ, your son, our Lord. 

Mary, Mother of all and Queen of peace, pray for us. 
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Sunday Readings 
June 28, 2020 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Reading 1 
2 Kgs 4:8–11, 14–16a 
One day Elisha came to Shunem, where there was a              
woman of influence, who urged him to dine with her.               
Afterward, whenever he passed by, he used to stop there 
to dine. So she said to her husband, “I know that Elisha is a 
holy man of God. Since he visits us often, let us arrange a 
little room on the roof and furnish it for him with a bed, 
table, chair, and lamp, so that when he comes to us he can 
stay there.” Sometime later Elisha arrived and stayed in the 
room overnight. 
 

Later Elisha asked, “Can something be done for her?”                
His servant Gehazi answered, “Yes! She has no son, and her 
husband is getting on in years.” Elisha said, “Call her.” 
When the woman had been called and stood at the door, 
Elisha promised, “This time next year you will be fondling a 
baby son.” 
 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 82:2–3, 16–17, 18–19 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever, 
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your 
faithfulness. 
For you have said, “My kindness is established forever;” 
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

Blessed the people who know the joyful shout; 
in the light of your countenance, O LORD, they walk. 
At your name they rejoice all the day, 
and through your justice they are exalted. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 

You are the splendor of their strength, 
and by your favor our horn is exalted. 
For to the LORD belongs our shield, 
and the Holy One of Israel, our king. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Reading 2 
Rom 6:3–4, 8–11 
Brothers and sisters: Are you unaware that we who were 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
We were indeed buried with him through baptism into 
death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 
the glory of the Father, we too might live in newness of 
life. 

If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall 
also live with him. We know that Christ, raised from the 
dead, dies no more; death no longer has power over him. 
As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his 
life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too must think of 
yourselves as dead to sin and living for God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Gospel 
Mt 10:37–42 
Jesus said to his apostles: “Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and              
whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me is 
not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
 

“Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives 
me receives the one who sent me. Whoever receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he 
is a righteous man will receive a righteous man’s reward. 
And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of 
these little ones to drink because the little one is a                 
disciple—amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his  
reward.” 
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the 
United States of America, second typical edition © 2001, 1998, 1997, 
1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. 
Used with permission. All rights reserved. No portion of this text may be 
reproduced by any means without permission in writing from the copy-
right owner. The English translation of the Psalm Responses from                
Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on 
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 



June 28, 2020 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Page 5 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 10:37-42 
Jesus outlines the costs and rewards of discipleship. 
 
Today’s Gospel is the conclusion of the instructions and 
consolations that we have heard Jesus offering to his 
disciples during the past few weeks. In this passage, 
Jesus summarizes both the costs of discipleship and its 
rewards. Once again our understanding of the Gospel is 
strengthened by considering the context in which it was 
written and the perspective of Matthew’s audience. 
 
The conditions of discipleship outlined in Matthew’s 
Gospel may appear harsh. Yet they underline for us a 
truth—choosing anything with one’s whole heart has 
consequences. Choosing life with Christ means that 
every relationship we have must be understood from a 
new perspective. For many in Matthew’s community, 
this choice brought division to their family. 
 
Matthew also outlines the reward of hospitality offered 
to Jesus’ followers. In today’s Gospel, Jesus explains the 
difficulties of discipleship, yet reveals that those who 
welcome the disciples have also welcomed him. 
 
Today’s Gospel also highlights for us the importance of 
hospitality in the Christian life. To welcome another in 
Jesus’ name is to extend hospitality to Jesus himself.  
We have many opportunities in our daily life to reach 
out to others, to be a welcoming presence and a sign of 
God’s love. 

Family Faith Formation 
 

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus explains to us both the cost 
of discipleship and the reward of discipleship.  The cost 
of discipleship is the acceptance that it is all about             
Jesus.  Jesus comes before husband or wife, mother or 
father, son or daughter.  This does not mean that our 
relationships with family and loved ones are                
unimportant!  They are very important!  However, what 
is most important is our relationship to Jesus.  All things 
on this earth are fleeting and will pass away.  Fame and 
fortune, possessions and people will pass away.                
Our relationship with Jesus is eternal. 
 
The rewards of discipleship then focus on those good 
things that we do for others because of our love for 
Jesus.  We see that our good deeds do not go                
unnoticed – God will take care of us as we care for 
those He places on our doorstep.  The bottom line in all 
of this is – Keep your eyes fixed on Jesus! 
 
This weekend we say goodbye to Fr. Noesen.  It is most 
difficult to say goodbye to a priest who has dedicated 
his life to this parish for the past 11 years.  We thank 
Father all that he has done for us during the years he 
has served us and we thank him especially for bringing 
us Jesus, day after day, in the Blessed Sacrament.  
Please pray for Father Noesen as he begins his                
pastorate at St. Peter the Apostle Church in Itasca.  God 
bless you, Father, and best wishes to you in your new              
assignment.  
 
Next weekend we will welcome our new pastor, Father 
Raed Bader.  I trust that Father Bader will serve our                
parishes very well.  These changes can be unsettling for 
the priests and parishioners.  My advice to all is to be at 
peace during these changes and keep your eyes fixed 
on Jesus! 
 
In Christ, 
Deacon Bill 
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WELCOME HOME!!!! 
We are pleased to announce that the Diocese of Joliet 
has granted us permission to open our church for    
weekend and daily Mass effective Saturday, June 6, 
2020 at 4:00 pm. Please understand that we must follow 
the following guidelines set forth by the Diocese in             
order to be compliant with our re-opening: 
 

RESERVATIONS 
A reservation must be made to attend a specific 
Mass by going to our web site:  
https://stmaryassumptionparish.org/ 
and using signupgenius. 
 

Reservations will be taken Wednesday through 
Friday online for the following week which             
includes Masses from Saturday through Friday. 
Registration will close at 12:00 noon on Fridays. 
 

You will receive an email confirmation and if 
you have the capability, must print the                       
confirmation and bring it with you to enter the 
church. 
 

Reservations will also be taken by phone for 
those that do not have the means to do so 
by computer.  However, if you have the  
ability to sign up online, we please ask that 
you do so. You may call the parish office at 
815-634-4171. 
 

Your name will be included on the reservation 
list that will be used to check you in before 
Mass.  Each Mass will be limited to 70 in the 
church  

 

CHECK IN BEFORE MASS 
Please plan on arriving a minimum of 15 
minutes before your Mass time 
 

Entry into the Church is via the Northeast 
(parking lot) Doors. 
 

You will be welcomed by a volunteer who will: 
Make sure you are wearing a mask 
 

Confirm your reservation and take your 
printed email receipt if applicable 
 

Direct you to an usher who will assist in 
seating you 
 

The church seating has been adjusted 
for social distancing and please note 
you must be patient and understand 
that you will not be able to sit where 
you usually did in the past 

PROCEDURES DURING MASS 
According to the directives given by the              
Diocese of   Joliet, Masses will be simplified, i.e. 
for the sake of time needed to clean and            
disinfect the church in-between Masses. 
 

No hymnals or Sunday bulletins will be               
available and singing during Mass is                
discouraged until restrictions are lifted 
 

Holy Water fonts will remain empty. 
 

Collection boxes are set up at each of the 
Church exits.  Please be as generous as possible 
in supporting the Church 
 

Communion will be distributed only under the 
form of the consecrated Host and only in the 
hand. 
 

When receiving communion, your mask should 
be lowered but replaced immediately after           
reception of the Sacred Host, per IDPH and 
CDC guidelines. 
 

After Mass, everyone is asked to leave                
immediately so that we can clean and disinfect 
the church for the next Mass. Social gatherings 
before or after Mass are not to be held! 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Please note that you will not be allowed entry 
into the church unless you are wearing a mask. 
 

Please bring hand sanitizer with you and check 
your temperature at home. If you have one, 
please do not come to church. 

 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Assumption 
Wednesday & Friday:  8:30 am 
Tuesday:  6:30 pm  
Saturday:  4:00 pm  
Sunday: 7:30 am and 11:30 am  
 
Immaculate Conception 
Thursday: 8:30 am 
*Sunday: 9:30 am  

*(If no rain, Mass will be outdoors -  
  please bring your own chair)  

  

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE/CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

SATURDAY         
 

3:15 PM to 3:45 PM at Assumption Church 
 

SUNDAY         
Following the 9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Church 
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Dear parishioners, 
      
The Diocese of Joliet does many things that an individual parish cannot do alone.  Each and every one of us is a part of the 
Diocese of Joliet. Without our support, the diocese cannot provide ministry, education, and services to thousands of people.  
An important, but little discussed fact is that as members of one “holy, catholic and apostolic church,” we are all members of 
our parish, our diocese, and the Universal Church. This is the way that the Catholic Church is organized, and the Diocese of 
Joliet is our Local Church.  The diocese serves over 585,080 Catholics throughout our seven counties.  A gift to the Catholic 
Ministries Annual Appeal 2020 is very important because it provides most, if not all, of the funding for the 30 ministries that 
serve hundreds of thousands of people in our diocese, throughout our country, and the world.  
 

The diocese provides priests to staff our parishes. Right now, there are 38 seminarians being educated for priestly service in 
our diocese. We are very blessed to have this many, but, imagine for a moment the total cost of each year of college and             
graduate school education. The CMAA, through your contributions, helps to pay these costs.  Through Catholic Charities, over 
29,275 nights of shelter and housing are provided to the homeless.  Over 75,450 free meals are served at Shepherd’s Table.  
The Appeal helps fund Young Adult and Youth Ministry programs that serve approximately 25,500 of our youth and young 
adults. The Catholic Schools Office, among its many responsibilities, provides oversight, assistance and direction to our 52  
elementary/high schools with over 17,200 students in our diocese.  The Religious Education Office provides oversight,                 
guidance, support, training and services for directors of Religious Education, Religious Education teachers and Religious              
Education programs across the diocese that reach over 35,000 students a year.  The diocese makes available employee               
insurance, property insurance, and other items at a lower cost than an individual parish could afford. The following is also a 
very important point.  
 

Again, this Appeal is for our diocese, of which we are all a part. The Appeal program allows for your donation to be made all at 
once, or you can make a pledge that enables a larger gift because people can make 10 payments. It is as part of the Diocese of 
Joliet that we can multiply the expression of the Word of God and touch many thousands of people whom we could never 
reach on our own or as an individual parish. Please  find in today’s bulletin more information on the Appeal  to learn more 
about the important work that takes place here in our Diocese of Joliet. All registered parishioners should have received this 
information. 
 

The “theme” for this year’s Appeal is Be Kind and Merciful. 
 

This year’s parish goal for Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish is $33,700. 
For Immaculate Conception Parish $11,200. 
 

Congratulations to the parishioners of Immaculate Conception parish who pledged and paid their goal in record time with 50+ 
donors.  Again the goal was $11,200, 18,747 was pledged, and 15,482 was paid on the goal. 
 

Thank you to the parishioners of Assumption parish who have pledged and paid toward their goal. Again, the goal is $33,700. 
So far $30,181 has been pledged with 160+ donors, and $26,761 has already been paid on the goal. 
 

Let’s continue to pray that both parishes meet and exceed their target goals.  We’ve met and exceeded our goals for the last 
eleven years. Let’s do it again with God’s grace to inspire us to be good and generous stewards. 70 percent of the amounts we 
raise over our goal amounts are returned to us for our needs in the parish. Please prayerfully reflect on your gift to this year’s 
Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal and make a commitment very soon if you are able. 
 

Thank you for considering the most generous pledge possible to this year’s annual appeal. 
Father Noesen 
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Catholic schools and America’s future 
Archbishop José H. Gomez | New World of Faith 
Jun 16, 2020  
 

Earlier this week, I delivered a graduation message to the Class of 
2020 — virtually. It was posted on YouTube and shared on social  
media. Another sign of these unusual times since the coronavirus. 
 

My prayer is that the Class of 2020 will be remembered as a heroic 
generation that used the gifts of a Catholic education to love and 
serve and build a better world at a time of national distress, when 
society had been turned upside down by a deadly pandemic and 
faced widespread uncertainty about the future.  
 

I am also praying that we can act to sustain the schools they graduat-
ed from, because right now Catholic schools are facing enormous challenges. Parishes, shut down for three months, have lost              
millions in collection monies. Across the country, we see drop-offs in enrollments for next year, as families fear they will no longer 
be able to afford tuition.  
 

The National Catholic Educational Association says at least 100 schools will not reopen in the fall. 
 

Catholic schools are not just a concern for Catholics. America’s 6,000 Catholic schools play a vital role in our national education  
infrastructure, giving young people the chance to realize the American dream, especially those from minority and low-income               
families. 
 
Here in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, the nation’s largest Catholic school system, 80% of our 74,000 students come from minority 
families, and 60% of our schools are located in urban or inner-city neighborhoods. Many of the children we serve, 17%, are not 
Catholics. 
 

In the wake of the coronavirus lockdowns, our 265 schools made a remarkable transition to distance learning. Within three days, 
nearly all were up and running, teaching students online. Through generous support from donors, we were able to provide students 
with more than 20,000 iPads for home learning. 
 

Though forced to close schools, we have not stopped serving poor students and their families. We are providing about 18,000 meals 
every day — more than 500,000 and counting — since the pandemic hit. 
 

But we are reaching the limits of what we can do through the kindness and sacrifices of our Catholic community. 
 

With the help of generous benefactors, we have worked hard to make it possible for even our poorest families to have access to a 
high-quality education. Over the past 25 years, our Catholic Education Foundation has granted more than $200 million in                  
scholarships to 181,000 low-income students. 
 

Catholics’ dedication to providing schools for every child will continue. But right now, in the middle of this national disaster caused 
by the coronavirus, we also need to seek help from our leaders in Washington. 
 

One consequence of this country’s shameful legacy of anti-Catholic bigotry are the so-called “Blaine Amendments.” These are still 
used by 37 states across the country to prevent taxpayer monies from being used to help students in religious schools. 
 

Over the years, this has resulted in an unfair situation for poor and middle-class families. They are forced to pay tuition for their         
children’s education while at the same time also paying taxes to support children enrolled in the public school system. 
 

The U.S. Supreme Court is expected to rule later this month in a case that could finally overturn these amendments and end this 
deep inequality in education funding. 
 
But Congress and the White House cannot afford to wait. They should act now to provide immediate relief to help families handle 
their education expenses and also to expand nationwide school-choice opportunities for poor and middle-class families.  
 

We should not think of this as having to choose between taxpayer funded public schools and tuition-based independent schools. 
We are in this coronavirus crisis together, as one nation. Public schools and independent schools equally deserve and urgently need 
our government’s assistance. 
 

The presence of diverse educational options — a thriving public school system along with a strong network of independent 
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schools, including religious schools — has always been a source of American vitality. We need to act now to ensure that educational 
diversity survives this pandemic. 
 

In addition to graduating an amazing 99% of our students, with 86% going on to college, Catholic schools provide great economic 
value to our country. Per-pupil costs of public schools are about $12,000 a year. With nearly 2 million Catholic school students, that 
means Catholic schools are saving the nation’s taxpayers about $24 billion each year. 
 

If Catholic schools are allowed to fail in large numbers, it would cost public schools about $20 billion to absorb their students, a cost 
already-burdened public schools should not be made to bear. 
 

And the loss of Catholic schools would be an American tragedy. It would set back opportunities for generations of children living in 
low-income and inner-city neighborhoods. We cannot accept this outcome for America’s children. 
 

Pray for me this week and I will pray for you. 
 

And let us ask Mary, our Blessed Mother, to intercede for our Catholic schools, that we may offer every child the chance to learn in 
an atmosphere that promotes excellence and virtue. 
 

Archbishop José H. Gomez 
New World of Faith 
 

Most Reverend José H. Gomez is the Archbishop of Los Angeles, the nation’s largest Catholic community.  He also serves as                  
President of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  You can follow Archbishop Gomez daily via Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. 

Finding Consolation in the Words of the Mass 
Fr. Edward Looney 
 

Sunday after Sunday, day after day, the Church gathers for the celebration of the Holy Mass. The Mass is always the same. It’s a  
ritual. Sometimes those words might fall on deaf ears because of our familiarity with them. Even as a priest, this has happened to 
me, getting caught up in the memorization of the words as I pray them.  
 

During this time of pandemic, as I’ve prayed the Mass, there have been some phrases that have caught my attention. As I point 
them out now, I hope maybe it might be of help to you as you listen, read, and pray the Mass, whether you can attend publicly yet 
or not. 
 

The first is be attentive to the word God speaks to use through the scriptures.  Often there is a message meant for us that strikes a 
chord deep within. Just a few days ago, the  readings at Mass said, “In the world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have              
conquered the world.”  What a beautiful sentiment to realize and remember that no matter what we face, Jesus has conquered it 
and will continue to do so in our lives. A number of times during the pandemic, we have been reminded by the scriptures to not be 
afraid.  
 

I’ve also found consolation in Eucharistic prayers.  In Eucharistic Prayer I, (the long one with the list of saints names), it says, “in hope 
of health and well-being.”  Surely during this time in which we all are afraid for our health, we have hope for good health and                
well-being.  That petition is one that not only I as the priest can pray, but one we all should be praying.   
 

When we call upon the intercession of the saints during the Eucharistic prayer, we say, “on whose constant intercession in your pres-
ence we rely for unfailing help.”  During this time of pandemic, we have implored the intercession of the saints, like the Blessed               
Virgin, St. Corona, and St. Roch, and so many others to whom you are devoted.   
 

As I pray, “Listen graciously to the prayers of this family, whom you have summoned before you,” I recall all of my parishioners as 
they gather in their homes and around televisions or computers to listen to the Mass.  Even though we are not gathered in one 
place, we are united in prayer in many places throughout our area, summoned by God to worship, adoration, and prayer.   
 

Finally, I find the prayer after the Our Father to be particularly moving: “Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant 
peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed 
hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.”  As I’ve prayed those words, I’ve contemplated the evil that is the coronavirus, and 
asked God to deliver us all from the virus.  We desire peace- that we might have peace of mind once again. We truly want to be safe 
from all distress.  And we await the Lord’s coming, preparing for that unexpected hour.   
 

Listen closely to the words we pray at Mass during this weekend’s livestream, or if you’re lucky, in person. Hear the Mass in a new 
way.  And when we gather again for public liturgy, let us strive to experience the Mass in a new way and see how it continues to 
offer us hope and consolation, pandemic or not. 
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SUNDAY June 28                      13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

7:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church 
David Lissy (Pohl Family)  
Joe DeGulie (Jim & Debbie Plese) 
Larry Smith (Pohl Family) 
Yolanda Valiente (Pohl Family) 
 

*9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Church 
* (If no rain, Mass will be outdoors at IC - please bring your own chair)  

Betty Scholp (Richard & Susan Malkowski)  
Bill Scheer (Bill & Carol Pohl)  
Joe DeGulie (Elaine DiGiusto)  
Parishioners 
 

11:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church 
Edward Larkin 
Henry Busch (Jeff and Liz Veronda) 
Judy Lissy 

TUESDAY June 30                         
 

6:30 PM Mass at Assumption Church                       
Helen Dryer (Shirley Lardi) 

WEDNESDAY July 1                                   Saint Junípero Serra 
8:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church  

Mass of Thanksgiving for all parishioners at both 
Assumption Parish and Immaculate Conception Parish 
Father Noesen's last Mass before he moves to St. Peter the 
Apostle Church in Itasca. 

THURSDAY July 2 
 

8:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Church                       
Souls in our Parish Cemetery 

FRIDAY July 3                                        Saint Thomas, Apostle                             
 

8:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church                       
Gloria Barre (Birthday) (Robert Barre)  

SATURDAY July 4      
 

4:00 PM Mass at Assumption Church 
Alice Fedash (Family)  

SUNDAY July 5                         14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

7:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church 
Parishioners 

*9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Church 
* (If no rain, Mass will be outdoors at IC - please bring your own chair)  

Agnes Peterson (Bill Gomora)  
Parishioners 
 

11:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church 
Anton Bosonetta (Hugh & Judy Mulligan)  
George Fisher (Judith)  
Gary Lissy (Anonymous) 

Mass Intentions 

THE GREATEST GIFT TO GIVE 
Having Masses offered for the living and for the repose of the 
souls of our beloved dead is the greatest gift to give.  It is 
truly important act of faith, hope and love…a time honored 
and scripturally based tradition in the Catholic Church.  
 

For well over a thousand years, Catholic people have always 
had the custom of Mass offerings for the priest celebrating 
the Eucharist. However, the Church has carried on an almost 
constant struggle to avoid any semblance of commercialism 
about the Mass, and misunderstandings about the meaning of 
such offerings.  
 

Every Mass is offered for the whole Church, the whole world, 
the living and the dead. Even should he wish to do so, no 
priest could narrow down that worldwide embrace.                  
When priests accept a Mass offering they  accept, according 
to Church law, and our traditional theology, the responsibility 
to include that intention [among his many] in his prayers at 
Mass. Obviously, therefore, no one buys major ownership, as 
it were, in a particular offering of the Eucharist. Whether or 
not an intention is mentioned is purely a matter for the                  
priest/celebrant to decide. Some may choose to do so, others 
may not; whichever option the priest takes is a matter of             
personal choice for the individual priest celebrant [not                  
another priest, bishop, or member of the congregation].  
 

The names we see published in the bulletin week after week 
let everyone know what the primary intention (among his 
many intentions) the Priest is remembering at that particular 
Mass [even the publishing of those intentions is not strictly 
“necessary”]. Mass intentions may be made for both the dead 
and the living, and to commemorate “special” occasions in 
peoples’ lives, such as birthdays, anniversaries, etc... Make a 
habit of regularly remembering your beloved dead: birthdays, 
anniversaries — especially of death, and other                  
significant dates to you and your family regarding the                
deceased are most appropriate. Most especially, when               
attending a wake, you may want to arrange to have a mass 
offered for the deceased, and bring the Mass Card with you 
when you go to the wake, thus bringing comfort and                  
consolation to the family. Contact the Parish Office for details.  
 

Having Mass offered for a specific intention is a                
beautiful way to remember the living and the dead...               
a special event, date, or anniversary. There is no better way to 
offer tribute, and no better prayer you can offer for those you 
love.  The greatest gift to give is the Mass! 

Sacrament of Penance 
Confession Schedule 

SATURDAY         
 

3:15 PM to 3:45 PM Before the 4:00 PM Mass at Assumption Church 
 
SUNDAY         
 

Following the 9:30 AM Mass at Immaculate Conception Church 
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Financial 
Assumption Weekly Offering + E-Giving 
2019-20 Annual Budget Projection  $340,000 
Fiscal YTD Budget Projection (As of 5/31/2020)  311,667 
Fiscal YTD Actual Collection (As of 5/31/2020) 303,036 
2019 Prior Year Sunday Collection (06/23/19) 5,464 
2020 Current Year Sunday Collection (06/14-21/20) 13,127 

Sunday Weekly Goal 6,539 

Assumption 
Church Building Loan Balance As Of 12/31/2019 
Original Note Amount $796,607 
Monthly Loan Payment $4,205 
Current Loan Balance $574,554 
Principal Reduction $32,053 
Additional Principal Reduction $190,000 
Interest Applied to Date $43,637 

Immaculate Conception Weekly Offering 
2019-20 Annual Budget Projection  $104,000 
Fiscal YTD Budget Projection (As of 5/31/20)  95,333 
Fiscal YTD Actual Collection (As of 5/31/20) 88,115 
2019 Prior Year Sunday Collection (06/23/19) 1,605 

2020 Current Year Sunday Collection (06/21/20) 1,001 

Sunday Weekly Goal 2,000 

Prayer List 
In Your Charity, please Pray for the Sick of Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary and Immaculate Conception Parishes: 
 

Dennis Bembenek, Ryan Collins, Lucille Edgar, Marjorie Flynn, 
Sue Kelleher, Emily Larson, Lynn Letterly, Frank Lestina,  

Rick Marizza, Sr, James Meyers, Ed Pierard,  
Charlie Tatroe, Jr., Arlette Testa 

Giving Opportunities 
 

I hope this message finds you safe and healthy.  I’d first 
like to thank all of those who are faithfully and                
generously supporting our church either through prayer 
and/or donation during these uncertain times.   
 
If you are financially able, and we do understand if you 
are not, I would like to provide you with a few options 
for your financial giving during this time that you are 
not physically able to attend mass.   
 
For specific questions regarding giving opportunities, 
please contact: 

 Assumption Parish 
Sonia Hertogs 

business.manager@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
815-518-5776  

 
Immaculate Conception Parish 

Teri Brummerstedt 
icparishbraidwood@gmail.com  

815-458-2125   
 
 Online Giving – whether it be a one-time gift or a              

recurring schedule, this is a quick and easy way to              
donate.  Please go to either the Assumption or           
Immaculate Conception website, and click on the 
Online Giving link to get started. 

 

 Mail your envelope/donation to the Parish Office 
 

 Drop your offering off directly in the church             
mailbox 

 
Thank you and God Bless, 
You are all in my prayers and Mass intentions, 
 

Father Noesen 

In your charity, prayers and Mass offerings, please remember 
those who have died. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace.  May they and all the  
souls of the faithful dead  rest in peace. Amen 

Alicia Viteri 
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Sacraments 
 

BAPTISM  Parents are required to attend a Baptismal Preparation meeting prior to the Baptism.  Contact the Parish Secretary to register. 
Assumption 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month after 11:15 AM Mass.    
 

Immaculate Conception 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month after 9:30 AM Mass.   

MARRIAGE  Arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.  Marriage Preparation Classes are required to be  completed  before the 
Sacrament of Marriage can be celebrated.   Please contact the parish office before making wedding arrangements. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  First Saturday during the 8:30 AM Mass at Assumption Church or by appointment.           
Devotions in Honor of  St. Peregrine, the patron Saint of those who suffer with cancer or any incurable disease or condition, are held on the first            
Tuesday of each month following the 6:30 PM Mass at Assumption Church. 

RECONCILIATION   
Assumption  Wednesday and First Fridays before the 8:30 AM Mass   Saturday evening from 3:20 - 3:45 PM 
 

Immaculate Conception  Thursdays following the 8:30 AM Mass  

FUNERALS  Funeral liturgies are ordinarily celebrated at 10:00 AM.   The funeral director will contact Father Noesen regarding arrangements.     

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION CHAPEL  
Assumption  
The Adoration Chapel is open daily from 6:00 AM to 11:00 PM. Call the parish secretary for the entry code before or after hours or to make an               
Adoration commitment.  
 

 

Immaculate Conception  
The Adoration Chapel in Fr. White Hall is open daily from 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM. Please call Anita Scheer at (815) 739-9767 for the entry code before or 
after hours or to make an Adoration commitment.  

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish                                       www.stmaryassumptionparish.org 
195 South Kankakee Street ● Coal City, IL 60416      Voice (815) 634-4171      After Hours (815) 518-5771 
Office Hours:   M-T-TH 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM      Friday 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
Pastor Fr. Robert Noesen (815) 634-4171  
Deacon Deacon William Bevan    (815) 634-4171 deacon.bevan@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Deacon Deacon William Dunn     (815) 518-5775 deacon.dunn@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Business Manager                  Sonia Hertogs                  (815) 518-5776 business.manager@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Property Manager Curtis Grove (815) 518-5774 property.manager@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Parish Secretary Tricia DiChristofano  (815) 634-4171 secretary@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Youth Ministry Dave & Sara Wollgast (815) 287-2036 youth.ministry@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Music Coordinator Rita Wise                         (815) 634-4171 music@stmaryassumptionparish.org 
Director of Catechesis Deacon William Dunn    (815) 518-5775 catechisis@stmaryassumptionparish.org 

Immaculate Conception Parish                                                                           www.icparishbraidwood.org 
110 South School Street ● Braidwood, IL 60416      Voice (815) 458-2125      FAX (815) 458-2836 
Office hours vary; please call Parish Office to schedule an appointment. 
Pastor Fr. Robert Noesen (815) 634-4171  
Deacon Deacon Greg Cummins  (815) 735-3016 icparishbraidwood@gmail.com 
Parish Secretary Teri Brummerstedt (815) 458-2125 icparishbraidwood@gmail.com 
Youth Ministry Dave & Sara Wollgast (815) 287-2036 icparishbraidwood@gmail.com 
Director of Catechesis Deacon William Dunn    (815) 518-5775 icparishbraidwood@gmail.com 
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“D” Construction, Inc.
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

1488 SO. BROADWAY
COAL CITY, ILLINOIS 60416

815-634-2555
FAX 815-634-8748

Doing it all!
“D” Services Include:

• Earthwork-Moving and Excavating

• Roadwork  • Trucking

• Carpentry  • Ironwork

• Concrete  • Fabrication

• Sewer & Water  • Bridgework

• Traffic Control  • Asphalt

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
•  LeafGuard®  

is guaranteed 
never to clog or 
we’ll clean it for  
FREE*

•  Seamless, one-piece system keeps out 
leaves, pine needles, and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder  
 to clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not 
 a flimsy attachment

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373 Get it. And forget it.®

*Guaranteed not to clog for 
as long as you own your 
home, or we’ll clean your 

gutters for free.

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card 
with FREE in-home estimate!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product 

consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by 
LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, 

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 
18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating 
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must 
have a photo ID, be able to understand English, and be legally able to enter 

into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees 
of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family 

members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the 
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not 
be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a 
gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to 
the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the 
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount 

of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to 
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE
75% 50% OFF

LABOR*
*After 12/31/19 customer will
be eligible for 50% off labor. 

Does not include cost
 of material.

 Offer expires 3/31/20.

x

Get this

weekly bulletin

delivered by

email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.

GREAT COVERAGE - 97% of all households attending church take at
least one church bulletin home every Sunday. 
GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the
advertising in the church bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when
making a choice between businesses are inclined to choose the one who
advertised in the church bulletin.

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

Call us at 1-800-621-5197
Email: sales@jspaluch.com

IN YOUR LOCAL
CHURCH BULLETIN?WHY ADVERTISE

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!    Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Medical Alert System

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

✔Ambulance
✔Police  ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family

CALL
NOW!

FREE Shipping
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

Solutions as Low as $19.95 a month

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,

Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

800.809.3352
MDMedAlert
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and

connect with your
Catholic Community

with OneParish!

Download Our Free App or Visit

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.

I am patronizing your business
because of it!

Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

✂

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS

THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping

under an ADVERTISED blanket

on an ADVERTISED mattress

and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower

shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap

puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup 

of ADVERTISED coffee
drives to work

in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .

refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.
Later if business is poor

he ADVERTISES it for sale.

WHY IS IT?
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Our Catholic family serving

the families of the Parish

since 1924

Coal City • Gardner

Morris • Wilmington

www.Reeves-Baskerville.com

“Over 27 years of Hometown Service”

Jerry Hallahan - Agent
1350 E. Division St., Diamond

(815) 634-2222
jerry@jerryhallahan.com

FAMILY EYE CARE CENTER
20 E. North Street
Coal City, IL 60416

Jonathan Micetich, O.D. (815) 634-4825 

• Physical Therapy
• Acupuncture
• Sports Therapy

24 E. North Street
Coal City, IL

(815) 634-0445Dr. Juli Weber

• Quality Choice Meats •
• Fresh Produce •

• Deli/Bakery •
• Catering Available •

100 S. Broadway, Coal City 180 N. Front St., Braidwood
     815-634-4224 815-458-2114

634-8858
Order Online

www.geospizza.net

The Flower Loft
815 -476-5638

BRIAN ZABEL, CPA, JD
1040 West Route 6 • Morris, IL 60450
Phone: (815) 941-9833 • Fax (815) 941-9835

brian@brianzabel.com

Candlelight Home
Healthcare, LLC
“Personalized, Skilled
Healthcare With All

The Comforts of Home”
815-518-5165

115 S. Broadway, Coal City

815-634-3453
155 S. Broadway • Coal City

815-448-2155
514 Depot St. • Mazon

    NDERSON
   TAX

   SERVICES
PO BOX 101 509 KENNEDY RD

BRAIDWOOD, IL 60408
Immaculate Conception Parishioner
Phone (815) 458-0212
Fax (815) 458-6272

        N

   S

Bob’s Advanced Auto & Tire, Inc.
Complete Auto & Truck Repairs

24 Hour Towing

BOB DAVIS - Owner/Operator

815-634-0004       60 E. Chestnut, Coal City

p

(815) 584-1240 HeritageOfCare.com/dwight

RESTORE THERAPY SKILLED NURSING CARE

MORRIS AUDIOLOGY
  Brenene M. Brady, M.S., CCC-A     Clinical Audiologist

Care for your hearing health
• Diagnostic Testing for Pediatrics thru Geriatrics • Hearing Aid Services

119 E. Jefferson St., Morris, IL 60450 • 815-941-4700

Exceptional Floor Coverings
Exceptional Kitchen Designs

STEPHEN J. MEYER
Owner/Designer

717 N. Liberty, Morris

P-815-941-4505 • Fax-815-941-4650

250 Water Stone Circle, Joliet
815-740-4104 • www.joliethospice.org
HOSPICE  •  PALLIATIVE CARE  •  HOSPICE HOME

Serving
Eight Counties

The Most Complete

Online National

Directory of

Catholic ParishesCheck It Out Today!

See
Your Ad

in CCOOLLOORR
Call J.S. Paluch Today!
1.800.621.5197

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin. It Is Through
Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.

Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch
1-800-621-5197

Located at:
180 S. Kankakee St. • Coal City

Reserving: Receptions • Parties •
Meetings for this Calendar Year can be
made by calling the business office at

announces the availability of the newly renovated

Your
ad

could
be in
this

space!

Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.


